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ing to do with me. Whenever I leave the bor-
ders of the United States of America, and
I go to other countries, and I see people
cheering, they are not cheering for Bill Clin-
ton, they are not even cheering for the Presi-
dent, they are cheering for America.

I cannot possibly convey, I don’t have the
words to tell you what it feels like to rep-
resent all of you and to be the country in
the eyes of people from other lands. But I
can tell you this; they know we’re a pretty
great place. John Kennedy said once in the
middle of the cold war that freedom has
many difficulties and our country was far
from perfect, but we never had to put up
a wall to keep our people in. And I want
all of you to remember that.

I believe that the young people at this col-
lege are facing the greatest future, the great-
est age of possibility our country has ever
known. But every one of us knows that we
have enormous challenges. There are a lot
of people fulfilling their dreams, but we have
to make the American dream available to ev-
erybody willing to work for it. There are a
lot of people who are doing well, but there
are still things that are dividing our people
when we ought to be pulling together and
being united.

And when you are tempted to give up on
your country or to give up on yourself or to
give up on your community or to give up
on some problem you’re facing in your fam-
ily, remember this flood. And remember how
people just showed up and did what they
were supposed to do. Remember how cour-
age seemed ordinary and how cynicism was
a luxury nobody could afford. And if you can
recapture that, then your community, your
State, and your Nation will have a future that
is better than anything that has happened so
far.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. in the
gymnasium at King’s College. In his remarks, he
referred to Patrick Murphy, student government
president, and Rev. James Lackenmier, president,
King’s College. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
February 17, 1996

Good morning. Today I want to talk about
what we need to do in Washington to make
our democracy work better for all Americans
so that we can meet our challenges together
and take advantage of the enormous possi-
bilities of our future.

In my State of the Union Address, I out-
lined seven challenges we face as we move
into the future, challenges we must meet if
we are to keep the American dream alive for
all our people and unite our country around
our shared values.

The first six challenges are challenges we
all face together: strengthening our families
and giving all children a good childhood; pro-
viding better educational opportunities for all
Americans; enhancing the economic security
of all our working families through greater
access to health care, secure pensions, life-
time education, and more good jobs; fighting
crime and gangs and drugs so that all Ameri-
cans can feel safe again, so that crime is the
exception, not the rule; protecting our envi-
ronment; maintaining our world leadership
for peace and freedom. These challenges we
must meet together as partners.

The seventh challenge is really America’s
challenge to all of us in public service. It is
a challenge to continue to reinvent our Gov-
ernment so that it works better and costs less,
and to make our democracy work better for
the American people by limiting the influ-
ence of special interests and expanding the
influence of our people.

Today I’m in New Hampshire, where citi-
zens will exercise their responsibility as vot-
ers in the first primary of the year on Tues-
day. It’s no secret that even here in New
Hampshire, with its proud tradition of town
meetings and studied debate over the issues,
people want all of us in politics to clean up
our act. The fact is, organized interests have
too much power in the halls of Government.
These influence groups too often promote
their own interest at the expense of the pub-
lic interest. Too often they operate in secret.
Too often they have special privileges ordi-
nary Americans don’t even know exist. And
elections, where ordinary voters should have
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the loudest voice, have become so expensive
that big money can sometimes drown those
voices out.

Yet we have made progress in the last 3
years. Shortly after I took office, I imple-
mented the toughest ethics code on execu-
tive officials in our history. Senior appointees
are barred from lobbying their own agencies
for 5 years after they leave, and they can
never lobby for foreign governments. In 1993
we repealed the tax loophole that lets lobby-
ists deduct the cost of their activities. And
early last year, Congress finally passed a law
that applies to Congress the laws they impose
on the private sector.

Last June I met with Speaker Gingrich in
Claremont, New Hampshire, for a town
meeting. The very first question we took was
from Frank McConnell, a retired steel-
worker, who wanted us to launch a bipartisan
effort to clean up politics and curb the power
of special interests through passing campaign
finance reform. I’m meeting Mr. McConnell
later today to thank him and to bring him
up to date. Last year Congress answered my
call to stop taking gifts, meals, and trips from
lobbyists. In December I signed a bipartisan
bill to bring lobbyists out from the darkrooms
and into the bright light of public scrutiny.
That’s half of what Mr. McConnell asked us
to do.

When this law’s first deadline approached
earlier this week, lobbyists were pouring into
registration offices for the very first time to
let the public know who they are, what they
do, who pays them, and how much. This is
a tough law. It’s good for the American peo-
ple. I’m proud to have signed it. And I con-
gratulate the Members of Congress, Repub-
licans and Democrats alike, who voted for
it. Now we have a chance to finish the job,
to make the way we finance campaigns work
better, too.

Two distinguished United States Senators
have sponsored a sensible campaign finance
reform bill that can serve as a foundation for
real reform. John McCain is a Republican
Senator from Arizona. Russ Feingold is a
Democratic Senator from Wisconsin. On
many issues it’s fair to say that Senator
McCain and Senator Feingold don’t see eye-
to-eye. But they do know this: The health
of our democracy goes way beyond partisan

politics, and it’s high time to reduce the influ-
ence money has on elections.

The McCain-Feingold bill includes limits
on spending, curbs on the influence of PACs
and lobbyists, and an end to the soft money
system. The bill will discourage the attack
ads that have become all too common by re-
quiring candidates to take responsibility for
putting them on the air. Perhaps most impor-
tant of all, this bill provides free TV time
for candidates so that they can talk directly
to citizens about real issues and real ideas.

All these campaign finance reform ideas
are ideas I embraced back in 1992 when I
was running in New Hampshire. Now, as we
work to reform campaign finance, we must
do everything we can to ensure that we open,
not limit, the political process. Our goal is
to take the reins of our democracy away from
big special interests, from big money, and
to put them back into the hands of ordinary
Americans, where they belong.

Our bottom-line test should be: Will our
efforts make our Government more rep-
resentative, not less representative? Will re-
form make our elected representatives more
likely to promote the public interest, even
when it conflicts with powerful special inter-
ests?

We have an historic opportunity to renew
our democracy and strengthen our country.
If we truly believe in a Government that puts
ordinary Americans ahead of the powerful
and privileged, then we must act and act
now. I call on Members of Congress from
both parties to follow through on what Frank
McConnell asked of the Speaker and me:
Let’s put politics aside, work together, and
get this done. If you take pride in our democ-
racy, as I know all of you do, then let’s pass
a bipartisan campaign finance reform bill
now and give the American people some-
thing all of us can be proud of.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:19 p.m. on
February 16 in the Map Room in the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on February
17.
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Telephone Remarks to the
Community of Rochester, New
Hampshire
February 17, 1996

I’m sorry I’m not there, but I’m on the
way. We spent 2 hours on the runway in
Washington today, waiting for a weather
clearance. If you’ll wait for me I’ll be there.
I’m looking forward to it.

I know between Jeanne Shaheen and ev-
erybody else that’s there you can find plenty
of people to speak until I get there. Just tell
old stories and reminisce, and I’ll be there
as quick as I can.

Thank you. Good-bye.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. aboard
Air Force One while en route to Pease Inter-
national Trade Port. In his remarks, he referred
to Jeanne Shaheen, New Hampshire State sen-
ator.

Remarks to the Community in
Rochester
February 17, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you for wait-
ing. Thank you. I can see that someone was
up to a lot of mischief before I got here.
[Laughter]

Let me say that I was all dressed up and
ready to go at 7 a.m. sharp this morning, and
they said I couldn’t leave the White House
until 8 a.m. because of the weather. And
when I got to the airport we sat there for
another 2 hours. But I knew that I would
wait for you if you would wait for me, and
I thank you for being here. I’m glad to see
you.

I want to thank the Rochester Middle
School rock and jazz band for playing and
for playing ‘‘Hail to the Chief.’’ Give them
a hand there. [Applause] I want to thank the
Spaulding High Red Raiders, the boys and
the girls basketball teams, who gave up their
practice yesterday to prepare this. Thank you
very much.

I thank my friend, Jeanne Shaheen, for her
leadership here in New Hampshire and for
that wonderful introduction and what she
embodies. I want to thank George
Stephanopoulos and my old friend David

Matthews for warming the crowd up before
I came. I want to say thank you to the mayor,
your deputy mayor, your county attorney, my
old friend, George Maglaris, who was here
earlier and, I think, said a few words; all the
others who spoke before. I’d also like to ac-
knowledge two friends of mine from 4 years
ago who aren’t here today, Mayor Roland
Roberge and his wife, Lorraine. I miss them
and I know you remember them well here
in Rochester.

I know someone before I came here men-
tioned it, but 4 years ago, I made 75 sched-
uled appearances and countless more un-
scheduled appearances in New Hampshire
in just the last 6 weeks of the campaign, from
New Year’s Day forward. And not very far
from here, at the Dover Elks Club, I gave
what became a rather famous speech, be-
cause I said that I was trying to give the elec-
tion for President back to the American peo-
ple and back to the people of New Hamp-
shire, and that if you would give it to me,
I would be there for you ‘til the last dog dies.

I have come here today to give you an ac-
counting of that pledge and to ask you to
look to the future; and to ask you to bring
all this incredible enthusiasm with you into
this election year as citizens; and to ask you,
yes, to go out and vote in the primary on
Tuesday for Bill Clinton for President of the
United States.

I brought a straightforward vision to this
job. I wanted to see the American dream
available for all Americans, not just a few.
I wanted to see our country continue to be
the world’s greatest force for peace and free-
dom. And I wanted to see our country com-
ing together, not being divided for cheap,
short-term political reasons. I said that I
thought the only way we could achieve that
is if all of us worked for more opportunity,
all of us showed more personal responsibility,
and all of us made a real commitment to
build an American community.

Well, in the last 3 years, here’s where we
are; the good and the not so good. Look at
the economy. We have the lowest combined
rates of unemployment and inflation in 27
years; almost 8 million new jobs; home-
ownership at a 15-year high. We’re moving
in the right direction.
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